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Improving Our 
Understandings

GOD’S FORBEARANCE



ROM 2:1-4 Therefore you are inexcusable, O man, 
whoever you are who judge, for in whatever you 
judge another you condemn yourself; for you who 
judge practice the same things.
2 But we know that the judgment of God is 
according to truth against those who practice such 
things.
3 And do you think this, O man, you who judge 
those practicing such things, and doing the same, 
that you will escape the judgment of God?
4 Or do you despise the riches of His 
goodness, forbearance, and longsuffering, not 
knowing that the goodness of God leads you to 
repentance?
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Context of Romans 2:1-4

• The immoral and ungodly person needs a 
way to become righteous, ROM 1:18-29

• The good moral person needs a way to 
become righteous, ROM 2:1-16

• The teacher and defender of OT law needs a 
way to become righteous, ROM 2:17-29



What Does Forbearance Do?

• It means to “restrain oneself”

• It means to hold yourself back from some 
action

• In God’s forbearance, He is holding back 
from executing His wrath

• DOES GOD REALLY DO THAT?



ROM 3:21 But now apart from the 
Law the righteousness of God has been 
manifested, being witnessed by the Law and the 
Prophets,
22 even the righteousness of God through faith in 
Jesus Christ for all those who believe; for there is 
no distinction;
23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 
God,
24 being justified as a gift by His grace through the 
redemption which is in Christ Jesus;
25 whom God displayed publicly as a propitiation in 
His blood through faith. This was to demonstrate 
His righteousness, because in the forbearance of 
God He passed over the sins previously committed;
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